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Abstract

A new species of Achipteriidae, Plakoribates asiaticus sp. nov., is described from ferns and club-mosses on
stones of Southern Vietnam. It is the first member of this genus recorded from Vietham. The new species can
be distinguished from all known species of Plakoribates by the combination of characters: structure of rostrum
(with media indentation and three lateral small teeth on each side), morphology of lamellae (broad, with four
or five teeth), body surface (notogaster micropunctate; ventral plate striate; polygonal ornamentation between
genital and anal plates present), number of notogastral pores (three pairs developed), localizations of some
lyrifissures (ia located between la and Im; im located anterolaterally to hs; ip located laterally to hy). An
identification key to the known species of Plakoribatesis given.
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Introduction

Plakoribates is a small oribatid mite genus of the family Achipteriidae that was proposed by Popp
(1960) with Plakoribates multicuspidus Popp, 1960 as type species. Currently, the genus comprises
five species that collectively have a pantropical and subtropical distribution: P. africanus (Balogh,
1959) from Angola, P. confluens Balogh, 1970 from Sri Lanka, P. multicuspidus Popp, 1960 from
Egypt, P. neotropicus Balogh & Mahunka, 1978 from Bolivia, P. scutatus Hammer, 1979 from
Indonesia. The main characters of the genus Plakoribates were summarized by Popp (1960) and
Balogh and Balogh (1990, 1992) and can be defined as below (including our additional opinions):
lamellae large, contiguous posteromedially, with or without teeth anteriorly; interlamellar region
covered by basal parts of lamellag; rostrum rounded or dentate; rostral, lamellar and interlamellar
setae long, setiform; lamellar setae inserted close each to the other on lamellag; sensilli clavate; a
roundish plate located between each bothridium and lamella; pteromorphs movable; notogaster
without long, pointed humeral processes; octotaxic system of notogaster with minute pores; 10 pairs
of notogastral setae short, setiform; six pairs of genital, one pair of aggenital, two pairs of adanal and
two pairs of anal setae present; legs tridactylous.

The main purpose of this paper is to describe and illustrate a sixth species of Plakoribates,
collected from Southern Vietnam, under the name Plakoribates asiaticus sp. nov. The new species
isthe first member of this genus recorded from Vietnam. Anidentification key to the known species
of Plakoribatesis given.
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