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Abstract

The study presents a  review of the genus Pseudolaelaps Berlese, 1916 (Acari: Mesostigmata, 
Pseudolaelapidae), based on over 200 specimens collected from Bulgaria, Croatia, France, Greece, Italy, 
Romania, Serbia, Slovakia and Ukraine, including the type specimens of three species (P. doderoi, P. 
gamaselloides, and P. paulseni) deposited in the Berlese Acaroteca, Florence. The European fauna is shown to 
include 14 species, 11 of which are described as new: P. barbatus sp. nov. (Romania, Serbia), P. brevipilis sp. 
nov. (Bulgaria), P. jozefi sp. nov. (Greece), P. lepidus sp. nov. (Italy), P. mirandus sp. nov. (Bulgaria), P.
pallidus sp. nov. (Italy), P. propinquus sp. nov. (Italy), P. regularis sp. nov. (Bulgaria), P. rotundus sp. nov. 
(Romania, Slovakia, Ukraine), P. scaber sp. nov. (France, Italy), and P. stellifer sp. nov. (Bulgaria, Romania, 
Slovakia). One of the Berlese species, P. gamaselloides Berlese, 1920, is redescribed and newly reported from 
Croatia and Slovakia. A key for identification of Pseudolaelaps species is provided.
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Introduction

The genus Pseudolaelaps was proposed and briefly described by Berlese (1916), as a new 
replacement name for the homonymous subgenus Hoplolaelaps Berlese, 1910 (the senior 
homonym is Hoplolaelaps Berlese, 1903, now a synonym of the laelapid genus 
Pseudoparasitus Oudemans, 1902). Laelaps (Hoplolaelaps) doderoi Berlese, 1910 was 
designated as the type species of the genus, but its description was also brief and very general, 
and the same is true for the other two congeneric species described by Berlese (1910, 1920), 
namely Pseudolaelaps paulseni (Berlese, 1910) and Pseudolaelaps gamaselloides Berlese, 
1920. As a result, these brief and inadequate old descriptions could hardly provide a useful basis 
for identification of Berlese species in future taxonomic research, although a detailed diagnosis of 
the genus was more recently elaborated by other authors (Evans & Till 1966, Bregetova 1977).

As stated by Mašán and Halliday (2014), different authors have classified Pseudolaelaps in 
different places within the cohort Gamasina. In their classification of the family Dermanyssidae, 
Evans and Till (1966) erected a separate subfamily Pseudolaelapinae for this genus, to accommodate 
a species with marked hypotrichy of the idiosoma and appendages, and a trispinate epistome. 
Bregetova (1977) considered the genus as a member of the Laelapidae. Karg (1993) later moved the 
genus to the Eviphidoidea and elevated it to family rank. In Lindquist et al. (2009), Pseudolaelaps
is included provisionally as the sole representative of the pachylaelapid subfamily Pseudolaelapinae, 
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― Genu II with one ventral seta (av1 absent); polygonal cells of sternal reticulation denticulate on anterior 
outlines, denticles larger, sparsely arranged and directed anteriorly (Figs 6, 17); dorsal setae longer (Fig. 5): 
j1 24‒26 μm, j5 37‒38 μm, J4 60‒65 μm, setae J5 (50‒57 μm) about three times longer than S5 (15‒17 μm); 
length of dorsal shield 440‒455 μm [Romania, Serbia]  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Pseudolaelaps barbatus sp. nov.

11. Genu II with one ventral seta (av1 absent); dorsal setae longer (Fig. 25): j1 25‒30 μm, j5 30‒40 μm, J4 44‒60 
μm, J5 36‒55 μm, setae S5 (23‒30 μm) shorter than Jv3 (33‒37 μm); metasternal platelets subtriangular, 
23‒29 μm wide; sternal shield with reticulate sculpture (Figs 26, 36); width of anal shield 93‒107 μm; 
length of dorsal shield 435‒475 μm [Italy] . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Pseudolaelaps propinquus sp. nov.

― Genu II with two ventral setae (av1, pv1); dorsal setae shorter (Fig. 13): j1 20‒25 μm, j5 28‒34 μm, J4 32‒42 
μm, J5 30‒36 μm, setae S5 (27‒33 μm) longer than Jv3 (21‒30 μm); metasternal platelets suboval, 18‒23 
μm wide; sternal shield with reticulate-punctate sculpture (Figs 14, 21); width of anal shield 83‒93 μm; 
length of dorsal shield 420‒455 μm [Italy] . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Pseudolaelaps lepidus sp. nov.
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